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Newsletter 6th June 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
I hope that you and your loved ones are all keeping 
well and that you enjoyed a relaxing week’s break.  
 
It has been a busy week as we prepare to welcome 
many more children back to school on Monday. We 
will have about one third of the children learning in 
school over this half term, in small ‘bubble’ groups, 
whilst the rest continue to work at home. Sorting the 
logistics has been a challenge, as you are no doubt 
aware from the press, but we now feel confident that 
we can offer a safe learning environment for staff and 
pupils. 
 
If your child will be in school, we sent you a detailed 
letter on Wednesday, via ParentPay, along with a 
question and answer sheet, detailing everything you 
and your child need to know in order to be ready to 
return. Please read these carefully and talk to your 
child about the arrangements so they are prepared 
for the changes: to the environment, the structure of 
the day, the way their classrooms will be organised 
etc. You will also have been contacted by your child’s 
bubble leader yesterday to introduce themselves, let 
you know the bubble your child will be in, confirm 
start and finish times for that bubble, and check 
contact and pick up details. If you did not receive the 
email or the phone call, please contact the office 
today so we can give you the information that you will 
need before your child starts again. 
 
For the children learning at home, the new learning 
packs have been sent out today and these can also be 
found on the website. Teachers will continue to have 
contact with you and your child via year group emails 
and phone calls each fortnight.  
 
I would like to thank you all for your continued 
support. We are aware that this continues to be a 
challenging, difficult time for many families as you 
have to juggle work commitments, caring for family 
and friends, helping your child to learn, and, in some 
cases, manage your own health issues too. Please 
remember that we are here to support you if we 
possibly can, so do ask for help if you need it.  
 
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 

 
Additional resources to support parents/carers with 
children who will be returning to school 
 
Parents/carers will play an important role in preparing 
children for returning to school. The most impactful 
thing you can do is to talk positively about school’s 
reopening and offer reassurance where you can. We 
would also encourage you to discuss the importance 
of social distancing and effective handwashing with 
your child. On our school website, on the new ‘School 
Reopening Information’ tab, you can find additional 
information and resources to support children who 
will be returning to school. These include: 
 

 A PowerPoint for parents/carers about the re-

opening of school (including photos showing the 

changes to the school environment and google 

map images to further support pick up and drop 

off procedures)  

 A PowerPoint for children about the re-opening 

of school (including photos of the school 

environment and what they may expect) 

 Therapeutic stories which can be used with 

children to support them exploring their feelings 

about the coronavirus and returning to school 

Values Based Education 
 
This month our school value is Understanding. 
Helping our children to learn and understand is 
one of our key roles both as teachers and 
parents/carers, but this extends far beyond just 
their knowledge of times tables, spellings and 
dates on a timeline. Our job is to help them 
understand other people, their feelings and be 
able to empathise with them. It is this 
understanding which is probably most important 
and particularly crucial during these 
unprecedented times. This month let us all try to 
be more understanding of others’ situations, 
needs and feelings. Hopefully this will help them 
understand us better too.  
  
‘I think that hate is a feeling that can only exist 
where there is no understanding.’  
 
Tennessee Williams 
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 A basic social story and a more detailed social 

story about the re-opening of our school (most 

suitable for children with social communication 

needs including ASD) 

 Activities that parents/carers can complete with 

children to reflect on school closures and to 

support discussion around returning to school 

 A link to an animated video that suggests how we 

can show we care without hugs: ‘While we can’t 

hug’. 

We look forward to welcoming some of our school 
community back soon.  
 
Miss Pearce 
 
Cool Milk in School  
  
Please note that we will not be receiving school milk 
for the rest of the summer term.  Parent/carers who 
have paid in advance can receive a refund by calling 
Coolmilk direct on 0844 854 2913.  Alternatively, the 
amount will automatically be taken off next year’s 
invoice. 
 
Miss Bain’s Maths Challenges 
 
Have a go at these and then make similar ones for the 
people in your house to try or email them to 
year6@branfil.havering.sch for Miss Bain to 
complete! 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Mrs White’s Reading Challenge 

 
Discuss your favourite book 
character over the phone with 
your grandparents or another 
family member. Tell them all 
about the character and what 
happens to them in the 
story.    Talk to them about 
their favourite book character 
when they were young. 
 
Mrs Daly’s Mindfulness for Children 
  

During these challenging times, 
mindfulness can help us to take a 
pause, keep calm and feel more 
positive about things. Cbeebies 
have developed some 
mindfulness activities with 
Stephen Fry on their Go Explore 
app called ‘Your Mindful 

Garden’.  For more information, visit:  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/go-
explore-app-your-mindful-garden 
 
Mrs Cullender’s Art Updates 
 
There are some fantastic FREE art 
packs that can be downloaded 
from this website for the kids to 
do: 
https://firstsite.uk/art-is-where-the-home-is/  
 

mailto:year6@branfil.havering.sch
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/go-explore-app-your-mindful-garden
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/go-explore-app-your-mindful-garden
https://firstsite.uk/art-is-where-the-home-is/
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Can you find something to do outside in the sunshine 
and get creative? 
 
Mini Sports Day 

 
Before the end of 
last term our Key 
Worker children 
participated in a 
mini sports day.  
We competed in 

an obstacle course, relay race, vortex throw and 
speed bounce.  Mrs Teleki 
kindly brought everyone an 
ice lolly to finish!    
Maybe you could have a 
mini sports day at home 
with your family?  Could you 
try a family relay or even an 
egg and spoon race?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Summer Reading Challenge 

 

The Summer Reading Challenge is an annual event 
aimed at 4 – 11 year olds. Children are encouraged 
to read six books of their choice during the summer 
holidays with collectable incentives and rewards, 
plus a certificate for every child who completes the 
Challenge. 
 
This year, with the disruption caused by Covid-19 
and the impact of social distancing on schools and 
public libraries, the all-new digital Summer Reading 
Challenge is launching earlier than usual to keep 
children reading over the summer and support 
parents and carers with children already at home. It 

launches this Friday 5th June and will run through to 
September.   
 
A whole host of virtual events with guest celebrities 
and authors will take place on the Summer Reading 
Challenge Facebook page on Friday 5 June to mark 
the launch of the digital Challenge. The Challenge 
website will be free to access and a place for 
children to rate and review their books and work 
towards their reading goal. It will also feature video 
content, games, quizzes, and digital and 
downloadable activities to incentivise and 
encourage children and their families to take part in 
the Challenge at home. 
 
In light of Covid-19 and social distancing measures, 
it’s more important than ever to ensure that 
children are encouraged to read for pleasure and 
avoid the ‘dip’. Parents and carers will need fun, 
family-friendly activities to keep children occupied 
and libraries want to continue to deliver the 
Challenge through virtual services and e-lending 
platforms, and encourage our users to take part in 
the Challenge from home. 
  
So from Friday 5th June children can sign up to 
complete the Silly Squad challenge on the 
website www.sillysquad.co.uk (live from Friday 
5th June). 

  
The new platform will provide a fun, immersive and 
safe environment for children to achieve their 
reading goals and explore the Silly Squad theme. 
 

 Children will create a free account to take 
part in the digital Challenge, which is a simple 
process and requires approval by an adult (via 
email). We are required by law to use this 
two-step authentication process for children 
under the age of 16. 

 Children taking part in the Challenge this year 
will be asked to set their own reading goal and 
we are keen to see if this encourages an 
increase in take up and 
completion.  However, we will still be 
suggesting six books as the best goal to aim 
for – this will provide some familiarity for 
children who have taken part before. 

 Children should be encouraged to read 
anything that makes them happy – whether it 

http://www.sillysquad.co.uk/
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be comics, joke books, poetry, fiction or non-
fiction; in digital or print format; from e-book 
lending through the public library service or 
from what they already have at home. 

 Each time they finish a book, they add it to 
their profile and write a review. They are 
rewarded with activities and incentives along 
the way, such as online badges, games and 
videos. 

 Families are encouraged to join in and ‘Get 
Silly’ with downloadable activities, games, 
quizzes and more. With new content to enjoy 
each week, the fun will continue throughout 
the summer to keep families engaged. 

 They will receive a downloadable certificate 
from the Reading Agency website once 
they’ve completed their challenge!  

 Unfortunately Havering Libraries will not be 
supplying certificates or medals this year. 

 

 
Happy Birthday! 
 
Alexander, Evie, Harrison, Stanley, 
Jake, Layla, Harvey, Max, Lydia, 
Frederick, Stefan, Ruby, Tess, 
Alexsej, Harry, Gino, Tilly, Maximus, 
Dolcie, Edward, Mylee-Rae, Lilia, 
Noah, Aria, Skylar, Luke, Pheobe 
and Owen.   

 
Larch, 4 Rowan, 4 Birch   

 
Each newsletter we will be focusing on a year group 
and showing pictures and examples of your home 
learning.  Well done to all our Year 4 children for 
keeping up the good work at home!  

 
Ruby in 4 Rowan has learnt how 
to knit over the last few weeks – 
well done Ruby.  
 
 
 

Sian in 4 Birch has 
produced this 
wonderful rainforest 
collage.   

 
Teddy in 4 Rowan has 
been keeping busy 
writing to his 
grandparents.   
 
 

Max in 4 Rowan received a 
special prize when he had 
finished reading not one 
but two of his favourite 
David Walliams books! 
 

 
 
William in 4 Larch has 
been keeping cool doing 
his work in the paddling 
pool over the last few 
weeks.   
 
 
 

 
 
Sophie in 4 Larch has been 
enjoying the fresh air and 
sunshine in Belhus Woods.   
 

Noah in 4 Larch has 
been learning how to 
play Chess.   
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Callum in 4 Rowan has 
learnt how to bake bread – 
yummy! 

Issa has been 
practising on his 
Piano whilst 
having lessons 
with his teacher on Zoom.   
 

Sadie in 4 Rowan has 
been practising her 
times tables and got 
full marks.  She has 
not stopped smiling 
since!   
 

 
 
Josh worked really hard on his 
rainforest collage.   

 
Oliver worked really 
hard on his Rhino 
collage – can you spot 
the rhino hidden 

amongst the jungle leaves?  
 
 

Poppy in 4 Birch made 
chocolate chip cookies all by 
herself – her family said they 
were delicious.  
 
 
 
 
 

Layla has produced a fabulous 
piece of science work on our 
digestive systems.   
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For more support on safety, and encouraging cycling 
and walking amongst parents and children, the 
government have recommended you visit the following 
partner sites: 
 
Walking 

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/4313/school_st
reets_toolkit.pdf 
Our family walk to school kit (for better streets) 
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/get-involved/family-
walk-to-school-kit 
 
Walking activities for primary school pupils and their 
families: https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/walk-to-
school/primary-schools 

 
Cycling 

https://bikeability.org.uk/cycle-more/family-cycling 

https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/ChooseCycling 

For bike and helmet checks: 
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/getinvolved/article/2
0200325-getinvolved-Getting-the-most-out-of-HSBC-
UK-Ready-Set-Rid-0 

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/4313/school_streets_toolkit.pdf
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/4313/school_streets_toolkit.pdf
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/get-involved/family-walk-to-school-kit
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/get-involved/family-walk-to-school-kit
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/walk-to-school/primary-schools
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/walk-to-school/primary-schools
https://bikeability.org.uk/cycle-more/family-cycling
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/ChooseCycling
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/getinvolved/article/20200325-getinvolved-Getting-the-most-out-of-HSBC-UK-Ready-Set-Rid-0
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/getinvolved/article/20200325-getinvolved-Getting-the-most-out-of-HSBC-UK-Ready-Set-Rid-0
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/getinvolved/article/20200325-getinvolved-Getting-the-most-out-of-HSBC-UK-Ready-Set-Rid-0

